
 
 
 

Town of McCormick, SC 
Regular Town Council Meeting 

Tuesday, August 13, 2019 – 7:00 PM 
McCormick One Stop Conference Room, 109 W. Augusta St., McCormick, SC     

  
 
Attendance:    
Mayor:      Roy Smith, Jr. 
 
Council Members Present:   Nathan Jones 

J. Calvin Chiles 
Eric Butler 
Ann Seymour 
       

Council Members Absent:   Dolly Franklin – Illness  
Alvin Jennings – Family   
 

Staff Present:     Police Chief W.D. Bo Willis  
       Fire Chief Mike Barron  
       Town Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKinney 
        
Town Attorney:     John D. Compton, III  
 
Guests:      Chuck Cook, Corporate Secretary &  

Liaison, Public Affairs Committee –  
Savannah Lakes Village, Inc. 
& Mrs. Cook  

       Charlotte Tallent, Executive Director,  
        Chamber of Commerce 
       Mrs. Compton  
 
For Presentation:     Adam Hedden, General Manager, CPW 
       David Tyre, Turnipseed Engineers,  
        CPW Engineer 
       Bryan Jordan, USDA/RD – CPW  
           
News Media:     None 
        
Public Notification: August 9, 2019 
News Media – McCormick Messenger and The Index Journal - notified of the meeting by e-
mail  
Posting to the Town’s website, townofmccormicksc.org. 
All other parties requesting notification either by fax, e-mail or correspondence 
Public Notice - Posting - Towns Kiosk outside of the Town Hall area  
Agenda Posted to Rear Entrance of the One Stop Conference Room – August 13  



 
 
FOIA Notifications:  August 13, 2019 
Chuck Cook, Corporate Secretary & Liaison, Public Affairs Committee – Savannah Lakes 
Village, Inc.  
Charlotte Tallent, Executive Director, Chamber of Commerce  
 
Welcome: 
Mayor Smith welcomed and thanked those in attendance for the Town’s regular council 
meeting for August.   He stated two council members were absent, Mrs. Franklin and Mr. 
Jennings.  
 
1. Call to Order:  
At approximately 7:01 PM, the regular Town Council meeting for the month of August was 
called to order by Mayor Smith.  Calling for the Pledge of Allegiance, all present stood and 
offered the Pledge of Allegiance in a patriotic manner.  Mayor Smith called for Council 
Member Mr. Butler to give the invocation; Council Member Mr. Butler did so, being thankful for 
the day, seeking divine intervention, guidance and governance of the meeting.         
 
2. Approval of Agenda as Presented:  
Mayor Smith, calling for any discussion regarding the Agenda as Presented and receiving 
none, called for the approval of the Agenda as presented.   
 
Council Member Mr. Chiles made the motion, to approve the agenda as presented, said 
motion being duly second by Council Member Mrs. Seymour, and unanimously 
approved.  
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Presentation by Adam Hedden – CPW Update – Request for Approval of USDA Funding 
for the Water Plant Project 

 
Mayor Smith called upon Mr. Hedden to give the CPW Update.  

 
Mr. Hedden presented an update as to the two revised Loan Resolutions with USDA/RD 
for additional funding for the Water Plant Project due to the increase in costs for labor 
and materials since the beginning of the Project in 2016.  Mr. Hedden also introduced 
David Tyre, Engineer for the CPW with the firm Turnipseed Engineers, and stated that 

Bryan Jordan, USDA/RD, was also present.   
 

Discussion was held with regard to the history of the Project, beginning in 2016, with 
Phase I and continuing in 2017 with Phase II.  Funding – loan and grant amounts were 
given, as well as the additional costs thus necessitating the two new Loan Resolutions 

with USDA/RD.   
 

Mr. Hedden stated the Project was close to the point of going out for bid, and was 
requesting that Town Council approve the two new Loan Resolutions so the Project 

could move forward.   
 



Discussion continued with regard to loan proceeds, interest rates for the loans, as well 
as increases in rates established by the CPW.   

 
Mr. Hedden stated there would be an increase in rates but that information was not 

available at this time.  Interest rates on the loans were very low, he stated.   
 

New Loan amounts for the additional cost overruns for Phase I - $1,017,000 
Loan/$319,000 Grant and for Phase II - $544,000 Loan/$181,000 Grant.   

 
Mayor Smith asked Mr. Hedden in order to keep Town Council updated as to the 

progress of the Project to consider meeting on a quarterly basis.   
 

Mayor Smith asked if there were additional questions, comments or discussions.  None 
were offered.   

 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour made a motion to approve the updated loan 
resolutions, said motion duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Butler, and 

unanimously approved. 
 

The Mayor and Town Clerk/Treasurer proceeded to sign off on the loan resolutions and 
required documents for USDA/RD which were presented by Mr. Jordan.  
 
Mr. Hedden, Mr. Tyre, and Mr. Jordan were then dismissed from the meeting.  
 
Fire Chief Mike Barron, receiving a fire call, had to leave the meeting to respond to said call.  
 
3. Appearance of Citizens – No Written Requests Received by Deadline 
Mayor Smith stated no request to appear had been received.  
 
4. Regular Town Council Business Items for consideration/motions to approve:  
Council had received copies of the Minutes, Bills, and Financial Statement for review prior to 
the meeting.   
 
A) Minutes, July 9 – Regular Council Meeting - Motion to Approve as Written  
B) Bills, July – Motion to Pay in Usual Manner  
C) Financial Statement - July – Motion to Accept as Information  
 
Mayor Smith called for any discussion or comments from Council regarding the Minutes; none 
were offered.  
 
Mayor Smith called for any discussion or comments regarding the Bills; none were offered.  
 
Mayor Smith called for any comments or questions regarding the Financial Statement; none 
were offered.  
 
No discussion, comments or questions being offered regarding the Minutes, Bills and 
Financial Statement, Mayor Smith called for a motion regarding those items.   
 



 
Council Member Mr. Butler made the motion to approve the Minutes, the Bills, and the 
Financial Statement, said motion being duly seconded by Council Member Mrs. 
Seymour, and unanimously approved. 
 
Mayor Smith stated that the Audit was in Progress for FY 18/19, and Auditors would be in on 
August 29.    
 
5. Legislation for consideration:  
Council had received copies of all Legislative items for review prior to the meeting.   
 
Mayor Smith stated two ordinances were listed for consideration: 
A) Ordinances – Two –  
O-2019-07-09-01 – Second Reading/Adoption – Ordinance to Conduct a Municipal Election – 
April 7, 2020 & Activation of the McCormick Election Commission   
O-2019-07-09-02 – Second Reading/Adoption – Ordinance to Amend Chapter 11, Town 
Code, Business License Regulations to Change Business License Year – May 1 to April 30  
 
Mayor Smith called for any questions or discussions regarding the two ordinances and none 
were offered.   
 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour offered the motion to give second reading and adoption 
of both the Election Ordinance – O-2019-07-09-01, and the Ordinance to update the 
Business License Ordinance - O-2019-07-09-02, said motion duly seconded by Council 
Member Mr. Butler, and unanimously approved.  
 
B) Resolutions – None Offered  
 
C) Proclamations - None Offered   
   
6. Reports: 
Council had received copies of all reports prior to the meeting for review.   
A) Police  
B) Fire  
C) Clerk/Treasurer and Deputy Clerk/Treasurer  
 
Mayor Smith called for any comments or questions regarding the Reports: 
Police – no questions or comments offered  
Fire – no questions or comments offered  
Clerk/Treasurer and Deputy Clerk/Treasurer – no questions or comments offered.   
 
Mayor Smith called for Chief Willis to give information regarding an incident that had 
happened.   
 
Mayor Smith called for a motion to approve the Reports as presented.  
 
Council Member Mr. Butler made the motion to approve the Reports, said motion duly 
seconded by Council Member Mr. Jones, and unanimously approved.  
 



 
 
7. Old Business:  
Mayor Smith stated no Old Business was listed for discussion. 
 
9. New Business: 
Mayor smith stated two items were listed under New Business: 
A) Request to Pay Inter Agency Funding in September – Accommodations Tax Revenue 
– Tourism Related & Non-tourism Agencies, and  
B) PARD Grant Received for Heritage Gold Mine Park - $20,000 – Town Match - $5,000; 
Budget Amendment Ordinance in September for consideration  
 
Mayor Smith stated the payment of the Inter Agency funding was an annual payment for 
agencies – MACK, Chamber, Visitors’ Council, Gold Rush, Dorn Mill, and others, Senior 
Center, Literacy and Freshwater Coast.  He called for Mrs. McKinney to give information with 
regard to the PARD Grant. 
 
Mrs. McKinney stated that Mr. Gray had given the Town a list of some items that needed to be 
done at the Gold Mine, and a PARD grant was filed for these items – landscaping, gutter 
replacement, upgrade to the restrooms to ADA standards, fencing, and parking lot paving and 
striping.  She stated the grant was for $20,000, with the Town match of $5,000 and hope to 
get as much done as possible with this amount.  
 
Council Member Mr. Butler made the motion to approve both the Request to Pay the 
Inter Agencies, and to Accept the PARD grant funding, said motion duly seconded by 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour, and unanimously approved.  
 
Mayor Smith called for Mrs. McKinney to give an update on the Streetscape Project.  
 
Mrs. McKinney stated that the Notice of Award had been presented dated August 12, and that 
the contractor had 15 days to respond and provide certain documents.  She stated that 
hopefully the project would start right after that day.  She stated that discussion had been held 
with regard to interference with the Gold Rush Days Festival, and that the Gold Rush 
Committee had stated they would work with the Town so there would be no interruptions with 
either the construction or the event.  Mrs. McKinney stated that she had also requested the 
DOT encroachment permit be extended for another year for the Project.    
 
Mayor’s Concluding Comments:  
Mayor Smith stated he attended the John de la Howe tour and luncheon and felt there was a 
bright future there; he stated he learned things that he did not know, with him having grown up 
in the Mt. Carmel area.   
 
Mrs. Tallent stated for those who missed the event, the Chamber would be having the 
Chamber breakfast with another tour on September 9, at 9 AM.  
 
Mayor Smith stated he and Council Member Mr. Chiles attended the annual Municipal 
Association’s meeting where they met with Todd Williams on fire department issues.   
 
Mayor Smith stated he attended the McCormick High School Mega Reunion and cookout.   



 
 
Mayor Smith called for any further business to come before Council.  
 
Council Member Mr. Chiles asked for further information, what had been done, regarding 
trucks trying to cross Railroad Avenue and getting stuck on the railroad tracks.  He stated that 
he only saw one sign in the area pointing trucks to Highway 221.   
 
Chief Willis stated that he had contacted DOT, the Resident Engineer, the Traffic Engineer, 
and others to try to get signs in place.  He stated he had offered to get signs stating No Truck 
Outlet made at his own expense to be put up, and had received no response.  He stated the 
problem stems from the GPS devises that the drivers use which only points them in the 
direction of Highway 28.   
 
Discussion followed with the recommendation to send a letter to DOT requesting that if the 
Town purchased the signs, and ask permission from DOT to place the signs in that area.   
 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour asked that something be done with regard to homeowners 
and the need for them to cut their yards.  
 
9. Adjournment: 
Mayor Smith, calling for other items to come before council and receiving none, then called 
for adjournment. 
 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour made the motion to adjourn, said motion duly 
seconded by Council Member Mr. Butler, and unanimously approved.  
 
Meeting concluded at approximately 7:40 pm.  
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
______________________________ 
Sandra McKinney  
Town Clerk/Treasurer  
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