
 
Town of McCormick, SC 

Regular Town Council Meeting  
Tuesday, March 8, 2016  

McCormick One Stop Conference Room, 109 W. Augusta St., McCormick, SC     
Attendance:   

  
Mayor:      Roy Smith, Jr. 
 
Council Members Present:   Dolly Franklin 
       Nathan Jones 
       Calvin Chiles 
       Eric T. Butler 
       Ann Seymour 
       Alvin Jennings    
 
Staff Present:     Police Chief J.R. Jones  
       Fire Chief Mike Barron 
       Town Attorney John D. Compton, III  
       Town Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKinney  
             
News Media:     None       
      
Other Guests:     Toni Mason  
       Lavesco Harrison 
        
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Public Notification: 
News Media had been notified of the meeting by e-mail on March 2 and 4, 2016.   Posting to 
the Town’s website, townofmccormicksc.org. had been made on March 2, 2016. All other 
parties requesting notification had received notice either by fax, e-mail or correspondence on 
March 4, 2016.  Agenda Packages were delivered to Council Members on March 4, 2016.  
Public notice posting was to the Town's Kiosk outside of the Town Hall area on March 4, 2016.   
 
Welcome/Business Pick of the Month: 
Mayor Smith welcomed everyone to the regular meeting of Council and called for the 
selection of the business pick of the month; Council Member Mr. Jones selected “Palmetto 
Angler”.  
 
1. Call to Order: 
At approximately 7:02 pm, Mayor Smith called to order the McCormick Town Council’s regular 
scheduled meeting for March 8, 2016.  
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance: 
Mayor Smith asked all present to stand and offer the Pledge of Allegiance; all did so in a 
patriotic manner.  
 



 
3. Invocation: 
Mayor Smith called for Council Member Mr. Butler to offer the invocation; Council Member Mr. 
Butler did so, first giving thanks for a great day, then asking for reasoning in making sound 
decisions for the Town, and seeking God’s direction in conducting the business of the Town.   
 
4. Approval of Agenda as Written:   
Mayor Smith called any discussion regarding the Agenda as Written and receiving none, 
called for a motion to approve the agenda as written; Council Member Mrs. Seymour offered 
the motion, said motion being duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Butler, and unanimously 
approved.  
 
5. General Public Comments: 
Mayor Smith called the General Public Comments agenda item opened for public comments 
at approximately 7:02 pm.   
 
Toni Mason spoke to Council regarding utilities and seeking assistance for those who had 
difficulties in paying, stating she felt that a hardship period be allowed once a year beyond the 
time for payment of utilities for those persons having difficulties in paying their bills.  
 
Mayor Smith stated that this was a matter for CPW and asked that Mrs. Mason attend the 
CPW meeting which would be held on Thursday; he asked clarification of CPW’s meeting 
date, and Mrs. McKinney stated it was the second Thursday of each month.  
 
Calling for, and no further comments being offered, Mayor Smith closed the General Public 
Comments at approximately 7:02 pm. 
 
6. Regular Town Council Business Items: 
Mayor Smith stated Council had received a copy of the Minutes of the regular meeting of 
Council for February 9, 2016 for review prior to the meeting and called for any discussion or 
action regarding the Minutes as presented.   
 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour made a motion that the Minutes stand approved as written, 
said motion being duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Jones, and unanimously approved. 
 
Mayor Smith stated Council had received, for review prior to the meeting, a copy of the Bills 
for February, with receivables report, and called for any discussion or action regarding the 
Bills.    
 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour made a motion that the Bills be paid in the usual manner, said 
motion being duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Butler, and unanimously approved.   
 
Mayor Smith stated Council had received a copy, for review, of the February Financial 
Statement prior to the meeting, and called for any discussion or action regarding same. 
 
Council Member Mr. Chiles made a motion that the Financial Statement be received as 
information, said motion being duly seconded by Council Member Mrs. Seymour, and 
unanimously approved. 



 
7. Legislation: 
Mayor Smith stated under Legislation, Council had received a copy of one Ordinance,  
O-2016-02-09-01, Amendment to the FY 15/16 Budget for Body Cameras.  Mayor Smith 
stated that second reading and adoption was needed.  He called for any discussion, and 
receiving none, called for council action.   
 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour offered the motion to give second reading and adoption, said 
motion being duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Butler, and unanimously approved.  
 
Mayor Smith stated there was one Resolution to consider, R-2016-03-08-01, Fair Housing 
Month & Policy of Non Discrimination on the Basis of Disability Status.  He called for any 
discussion and receiving none, he called for a motion for authorization for the Mayor and 
Town Clerk Treasurer to sign.   
 
Council Member Mr. Butler made motion to give authorization to Mayor and Town Clerk 
Treasurer to sign the Fair Housing Resolution, said motion being duly seconded by Council 
Member Mr. Chiles, and unanimously approved.  
 
Mayor Smith stated there were two Proclamations to be considered:  
Volunteer Appreciation Month and one for 1st Sgt. Anthony Barker who was a McCormick 
native and who had recently retired from the military.  Mayor Smith stated that Sgt. Barker’s 
family had requested the Proclamation.   
 
Mayor Smith then moved to Reports.   
       
8. Reports 
Mayor Smith called upon Chief Jones to give the Police Department Report for the month of 
February.   
   
Collisions Investigated - 3       
Traffic Offenses – 8        
Arrests – 16         
Overall Offenses (Incident Reports filed) – 18    
Calls for Service – 305  
 
Chief Jones reported that the body cameras had been issued and were working great; he 
stated that he felt this was a good asset for the Town.  He stated that the paperwork had been 
filled out asking for reimbursement from the State for a portion of the costs. 
 
Council Member Mr. Chiles asked about the criteria for use.  
 
Chief Jones stated that a policy had to be in place before purchase and use; and this policy 
was in placed and had been approved by the State.  He stated, in fact, that other departments 
had called requesting a copy of the Town’s policy.   
        
Mayor Smith thanked Chief Jones moved to the Fire Report and called upon Fire Chief 
Barron.    



 
Chief Barron, stated that February was a normal month, and reported the following activity:  
 
Automotive – 5 
Structure Fires – 3 
Misc./Alarms - 2 
Brush – 1 
For a total of 11 calls.   
 
Chief Barron stated that there had been damage to two structures from the structure fire calls.  
He stated under notes, a request was being made for a brush truck.  He stated the brush 
truck was no longer in service and needed to be replaced.  He stated that in the FY 14/15 
Budget, the purchase of a brush truck was in capital projects and he had been asked to run 
the truck as long as he could.  He stated that in the FY 15/16 budget, the truck was again in 
capital projects.  He stated again that the truck was dead and of no use.  He stated that he 
would like to move forward and look to purchase a new truck, a F450 which could be fitted 
with the skid unit from the old truck.  He stated the anticipated cost was some $54,000.00.   
 
Mayor Smith stated that new and used trucks were being looked at, a used truck costing 
$35,900.   
 
Chief Barron stated that the present truck could not be rebuilt and felt it was time to move 
forward with the purchase of a new truck as an investment in the future.  He stated that the 
old truck had come from Forestry, and that he would like to call Forestry and asked them to 
come and tow the truck back to Columbia.   
 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour made a motion for the Fire Chief to pursue the purchase of a 
new truck, said motion being duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Butler.   
 
Discussion continued with regard to the use of the truck, a large percentage of use being in 
the county.  It was stated that this truck was a support vehicle for structure fires as well as 
mainly being used for brush fires.   
 
Council Member Mr. Chiles asked if this truck was used to carry water.   
 
Chief Barron stated yes; that the truck was used to carry additional water for structure fires as 
well as carrying additional tools and equipment to scenes.  He stated it was used on a regular 
basis, more so, than the fire engines.   
 
Discussion continued with question as to whether the county had been approached.   
 
Chief Barron stated no, he had not approached the county, but he had advised dispatch that 
the brush truck was no longer operational.   
 
Discussion continued with intent to request funds from the county with a letter being drafted 
with the request.  It was stated that the Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem would attend the county 
council meeting to request help with this issue.   
 
Mayor Smith asked that the Clerk/Treasurer contact the county and ask that he and Mr. Chiles 



be put on the county council’s agenda for the next meeting.   
 
Discussion then continued as to backup assistance, and Chief Barron stated that he could 
request assistance from Sandy Branch.  
 
Discussion continued as to timeframe for delivery of new truck.   
 
Chief Barron stated it could take two to three weeks.   
 
Attorney Compton stated that a motion was on the floor and either there be a call for a vote, 
or call for the question, which required a vote.   
 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour then made a motion to clarify her earlier motion to buy a new 
brush truck for the Fire Department, with Council Member Mr. Butler giving second.   
 
Upon further discussion as to procedure, and whether the matter should be tabled until after 
the meeting of Mayor Smith and Mayor Pro Tem Mr. Chiles with the county, Council Member 
Mrs. Seymour stated she wish to withdraw her motion.  Council Member Mr. Butler then 
withdrew his second.   
 
Attorney Compton stated that this essentially “tabled” the matter with the Mayor and Mayor 
Pro Tem being able to approach the county.   
 
Mayor Smith thanked Chief Barron and called for the Clerk/Treasurer and Deputy 
Clerk/Treasurer’s reports.  
 
Mrs. McKinney reported as follows for the month of February:  
 
Town Clerk/Treasurer Additional Report to Council for January: 
Purchases of goods and services: 
 2% local; 19% out of town; 4% for personal services, contracted services 15% 
 MACK HVAC repairs – Town – 50% costs – 5% 
 Fire Truck Note Payment – Bank – 55%  
 
Continuing/Upcoming Events listed included:  
 FY 16/17 Town General Fund Operating Budget – Workshop – March 17- 
 6:30 pm – One Stop  
 April 5, 2016 – Town General Election  
 Holiday for Town – Good Friday – March 25  
 
Filings:  
 2016 Workers’ Compensation Audit completed February 11 
 Fire Extinguisher Testing done February 4  
 Building Inspections due in March (Chief Barron) 
  
Publications:  
 Solicitation Bid for Repairs to the Dorn House –  
 The Index Journal, the Press & Banner & Messenger 
 Election Ad – Messenger   



 
Zoning:  
 Classification for Carolina Street; permitted use/activities  
 
Meetings:  
 02/13/16 – Mayor’s 5th Annual Prayer Breakfast  
 02/16/16 – Farmer’s Market Meeting to address possible zoning & business license 
issues  
 02/29/16 – Upper Savannah COG – Streetscape Project information & FOIA 
regulations  
 
Mrs. McKinney stated she had also given the Mayor and Council information/updates on Risk 
Management activities, the Dorn House repairs, the Downtown Streetscape Project and the 
quarterly safety meeting for the first quarter of 2016.   
 
Mandated Reviews/Dates:  
 Town Comprehensive Plan/Zoning – 2017 
 Policy Manuals/SOP’s – Police & Fire – 2018 
 Town Handbook/Policy Manual – 2018 
 Business License Standardized Bill/Implementation – January, 2018 
  
In giving the Deputy Town Clerk/Treasurer Mrs. McKinney reported:   
 
Deputy Clerk/Treasurer’s report: 
 Business licenses: 4 – new; 2 – Local – 2 – Contractors; 22 - renewals 
 Building Permit Coordination: 7-for repairs 
 Zoning Issues: None                        
 Background Checks: 7 - Employment; 3 – Apartment 
 Visitor's Log: Town Hall - 73; Police Department - 34; Fire Department – 2; for a total  
  of 109                       
 Meetings attended:  Feb. 13 – Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast & Feb. 16 – Dorn Mill 
Farmers Market 
 New Businesses started in Town: B-N-J Car Care, 902 South Mine Street – John 
Norman and Studio Essence (Re-opening), 104 North Main Street.  
 
Mayor Smith called for a motion to approve all reports as given.  
 
Council Member Mr. Butler made a motion to approve all reports as given, said motion being 
duly seconded by Council Member Mrs. Seymour, and unanimously approved. 
 
9. Old Business 
Mayor Smith stated, under Old Business Council had received several items, the first being a 
reminder to file the State Ethics Form – Statement of Economic Interest for 2016: Filing Date: 
March 30, 2016.  He also stated that there was a reminder for those candidates for elected 
office to file the Campaign Disclosure form.   
 
10. New Business 
Under New Business, Mayor Smith stated Council had received a copy of the proposed 



drafted FY 16/17 Budget Ordinance.  He stated that a budget workshop was normally held, 
and was noted for March 17, at 6:30 pm.  He stated that there had been little attendance at 
the workshop and wanted to know if Council wanted to continue to hold the workshop as 
noted.   
 
Council Member Mr. Chiles stated he would like to continue to hold the workshop as noted, 
March 17, 2016 at 6:30 pm at the One Stop.  
 
Mayor Smith stated that Council had received information on the update to the 
Standardization of Business Licenses – MASC.  He called for Mrs. McKinney to give 
information to Council.   
 
Mrs. McKinney stated that this matter had been in the works for several years with the 
Municipal Association working with members of the Legislature. She stated the proposed bill 
would set a standard definition of gross income, set a standard business license year, set a 
standard license due date; and set a standard business license class schedule.  He stated 
that the Municipal Association would handle all assets of the process in addition to collecting 
and remitting the fees to the Town.  She stated that the implementation date wasn’t until 
January, 2018.   
 
Mayor Smith stated that Council had also received information regarding the McCormick 
Market – the Farmers Market to open in June.  He called for Mrs. McKinney to give 
information to Council.  
 
Mrs. McKinney stated Council had received a copy of the Mission and Goals of the Market 
and that she had just received a copy of the Market Rules for 2016.  She stated that the 
Committee was requesting that all business license requirements be waived in that the 
McCormick County Historical Commission was to be the Project Manager.   
 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour made the motion to waive the business license requirement 
for the first year, the startup, and to review the matter in the next year.  Council Member Mr. 
Butler duly gave second to the motion, and all council voted in the affirmative – that the first 
year’s business license requirement would be waived, with leave to revisit the next year.  
 
Discussion was then held as to the matter of repairs to the perimeter fencing around the Gin.  
It was stated that the Town did not own this property and it should be the responsibility of the 
Historical Commission or the County to repair.  It was recommended that a letter be sent 
addressing this issue to the Historical Commission.  
 
Mayor Smith called for additional information to come to Council. 
 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour asked if the Police Chief has done anything regarding the 
lighting problem at Family Dollar.   
 
Chief Jones replied that he looked at the area.  It was stated that a letter had been sent to the 
local store as well as the corporate office, and that CPW had been contacted as well.  
 
Council Member Mrs. Chiles stated that he wanted to thank Mrs. McKinney for seeing that the 



street sign had been replaced on Bryant Street.   
 
Calling for and receiving no further business to come before Council, Mayor Smith offered 
comments:  
 Upcoming General Election – April 5  
 Bells & Whistles – April 9.  
 
11. Adjournment 
Mayor Smith stated that if there was no further business to come before Council, a motion to 
adjourn was needed.  
 
Council Member Mr. Butler offered the motion to adjourn, said motion being duly seconded by 
Council Member Mr. Jones, and unanimously approved.   
 
Council adjourned at approximately 8:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
      ___________________________________ 
       Sandra McKinney  
       Town Clerk/Treasurer 
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