
 
 
 
 

Prior to the regular meeting of the McCormick Town Council, on March 14, 2017 at 6:00 
pm, at the McCormick One Stop Conference Room, a Preliminary Master Plan 

Concepts Presentation was held, facilitated by Johnson, Laschober & Associates.   
  
 

Town of McCormick, SC 
Regular Town Council Meeting  

Tuesday, March 14, 2017  
McCormick One Stop Conference Room, 109 W. Augusta St., McCormick, SC     

Attendance:   
  

Mayor:      Roy Smith, Jr. 
 
Council Members Present:   Dolly Franklin 
       Nathan Jones 
       Calvin Chiles 
       Eric T. Butler 
       Ann Seymour 
 
Council Members Absent:   Alvin Jennings 
              
Staff Present:     Major W.D. (Bo) Willis, Interim Police Chief  
       Town Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKinney  
 
Staff Absent:     Fire Chief Mike Barron  
 
Town Attorney     John D. Compton, III  
 
Town Employees:     Officer Richard Young  
 
Johnson, Laschober & Associates:  Rett Harbeson  
       Lance Cheely 
       
News Media:     None       
    
Guests:      Kathy Stokes, Resident  
       Blake & Beth Storey  
       Stephany Klein 
       Tim White  
       Charlotte Tallent 
 
For General Public Comments:   Sheriff Clarke Stearns 
 
 



Public Notification: 
March 1, 9, 2017 - News Media notified of the meeting by e-mail 
March 1, 2017 - Posting to the Town’s website, townofmccormicksc.org.  
March 9, 2017 - All other parties requesting notification either by fax, e-mail or 
 correspondence  
March 9, 2017 - Agenda Packages delivered to Council Members  
March 9, 2017 - Public notice posting - Town's Kiosk outside of the Town Hall area  
 
Welcome: 
Mayor Smith welcomed everyone to the regular meeting of the McCormick Town Council for 
March 14, 2017, recognizing guest’s presence:  
 Sheriff Clarke Stearns 
 Blake & Beth Storey. 
   
 
1. Call to Order: 
At approximately 7:00 pm, Mayor Smith called to order the McCormick Town Council’s 
regularly scheduled meeting for March 14, 2017.   
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance: 
Mayor Smith asked all present to stand and offer the Pledge of Allegiance; all did so in a 
patriotic manner.  
 
3. Invocation: 
Mayor Smith called for Council Member Mr. Butler to offer the invocation; Council Member Mr. 
Butler did so, being thankful for the day, for strength and health, thankful for the assembly to 
meet, and seeking intervention, guidance and direction in the governing of the meeting.  
 
4.  Approval of Agenda as Written: 
Mayor Smith called for any discussion regarding the Agenda as Written and receiving none, 
called for a motion; Council Member Mrs. Seymour offered the motion to approve the agenda 
as written, said motion being duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Butler, and unanimously 
approved.  
 

Mayor Smith stated that the Preliminary Master Plan Concepts Presentation was held, 
facilitated by Johnson, Laschober & Associates, at 6:00 pm.  He asked that Mr. Cheek 

and Mr. Harbeson address Council as to the presentation for those who were absent.  
 

The Preliminary Master Plan Concept incorporates all of the comments from the public 
meetings held on February 14 and March 14, these comments being with regard to 

landscaping, parking, typical features and characteristics as well as roundabouts, flag court 
and plaza area in front of Town Hall, an archway and fountain at the roundabout at Highway 

28 North, new benches, trash receptacles, and amenities for bike riders. Pedestrian 
crosswalks and improvements along the railroad and in front of the MACK were also 
discussed.  Utilization of under used spaces, particularly along side streets was also 

mentioned with parking improvements and landscaping.   
 

Discussion had been held among those present regarding parking in front of Town Hall and 



handicapped parking access.  It was stated that the area behind Town Hall would be 
improved to accommodate any parking lost due to the improvements to the front of Town Hall.  

At the railroad crossing installation of gates would slow traffic and provide for pedestrian 
safety.   

 
Enhanced seating areas with benches, trash receptacles and other amenities would 
encourage and guide visitors to the downtown area and give character to the areas.   

 
A part of the biking improvements would include bike racks and water fountains.   

 
Areas of concern included having enough room for food trucks to come in on Augusta Street, 
concerns about handicap parking accessibility in front of Town Hall, and the parking area at 

the Dorn Mill Complex and improvements along the sidewalk in that area.   
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. General Public Comments: 
Mayor Smith stated under General Public Comments, Sheriff Clarke Stearns was present to 
address Council.  
 
Sheriff Stearns stated he had been Sheriff since being sworn in in January and gave a report 
on personnel, with his vision being – Visibility, Accountability, and Responsibility.  He stated 
Chief Deputy Gable had retired and deputies had been added to the Department.  He stated 
his concept in policing was “community policing”, stating that he had 394 square miles to 
cover.  He stated he was willing to assist the Town, and felt that there was a good working 
relationship between the departments.   
 
Sheriff Stearns was then excused and Mayor Smith closed the General Public Comments. 
 
6. Regular Town Council Business Items: 
Mayor Smith stated Council had received copies of the Minutes of the regular meeting of 
Council for February 14, 2017 for review prior to the meeting and called for any discussion or 
action regarding the Minutes as presented.   
 
No discussion being offered, Council Member Mrs. Seymour made a motion that the Minutes 
stand approved as written, said motion being duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Butler, 
and unanimously approved. 
 
Mayor Smith stated Council had received, for review prior to the meeting, a copy of the Bills 
for February and called for any discussion or action regarding the Bills.    
 
No discussion being offered, Council Member Mrs. Seymour made a motion that the Bills be 
paid in the usual manner, said motion being duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Butler, 
and unanimously approved.   
 
Mayor Smith stated Council had received a copy of the February Financial Statement for 
review prior to the meeting, and called for any discussion or action regarding same. 
 
 



No discussion being offered, Council Member Mrs. Seymour made a motion that the Financial 
Statement be received as information, said motion being duly seconded by Council Member 
Mr. Butler, and unanimously approved. 
 
7. Legislation: 
Mayor Smith stated under Legislation, there were two Resolutions for consideration:   
 
 R-2017-03-14-01 – Standardization of Business Licenses, H3650 & H3651, in support 
of the Municipal Association of SC.   
 
Mayor Smith called upon Clerk/Treasurer Mrs. McKinney to give information.   
 
Mrs. McKinney states these two bills would eliminate certain business license regulations, 
adding burdens to local business license – merchants – and would remove the Municipal 
Association as regulating agency.  She stated that Town revenue would be affected, losing 
approximately $260,000 in revenue.  She stated that both of these bills had been returned to 
committee for further action.  
 
Mayor Smith stated he had contacted Representative Parks, and Senators Nicholson and 
Massey, seeking their support in opposing these bills.  
 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour made a motion to adopt Resolution 2017-03-14-01, in support 
of the Municipal Association, said motion being duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Butler, 
and unanimously approved.  
 
 R-2017-03-14-02 - Resolution in Support of John de la Howe School was self 
explaining, stated Mayor Smith, and he called for action of Council.  
 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour offered the motion for adoption of R-2017-03-14-02 -
Resolution in Support of John de la Howe School, said motion being duly seconded by 
Council Member Mr. Butler, and unanimously approved.   
 
 
8. Reports:  
Mayor Smith called for Major W.D. Willis to give the Police Department Report for the month 
of February.  Major Willis gave the following information: 
   
Collisions Investigated - 3    
Traffic Offenses – 10      
Arrests – 18    
Overall Offenses (Incident Reports filed) – 28    
Calls for Service – 222  
 
One event was reported for February, the International Heritage Festival, hosted by Teresa 
Kemp, and held on February 13/18.  Mayor Willis stated there had been a problem with the 
equipment at the Detention Center, and could not present to Council any photos of individuals 
processed for the month of February.  
 



Mayor Smith thanked Major Willis for his report and moved to the Fire Report.  
 
Fire Chief Mike Barron being absent, Mayor Smith gave the February Fire Report: 
 
Automotive: 6     Structure Fire:  2 
Misc./Alarm Calls: 3     Brush Fire: 1 
Misc.:        For a total of 12 calls for service.  
 
Mayor Smith then called for the Clerk/Treasurer and Deputy Clerk/Treasurer’s reports.  
 
Mrs. McKinney reported as follows:  
Town Clerk/Treasurer Additional Report to Council for February: 
Purchases of goods, personal and contracted services: 
 6% local purchases; 13% out of town;  
 13% for personal services; 41% for contracted services 
 Streetscape Master Plan: 27% 
   
Upcoming/Continuing Events:  
 ADA Filing Requirements & Fair Housing Resolution (April) 
 Inspection Reports for Town owned properties  
 Fire Extinguisher & Safety Inspections – completed 3/1 
 FY 17/18 Draft General Fund Operating Budget, first draft to Council on March 14;  
  Budget Workshop on March 23  
  
Filings:  
 None  
 
Publications:  
 Trash Collection Residential & Limbs, Leaves & Brush  
 Streetscape Preliminary Master Plan Concepts Presentation  
 
Zoning: 
 Zoning Classifications for properties on East Augusta Street  
  
Meetings:  
 Clerk’s Luncheon/Meeting – USCOG – 2/9 
 
Mandated Review Dates:  
 Town Comprehensive Plan/Zoning – 2017 
 Policy Manuals/SOP’s/-Police & Fire – 2018 
 Town Employee Handbook/Policy Manual – 2018  
 Business License Standardization Bill/Implementation – 2018 (January) 
 
In giving the Deputy Town Clerk/Treasurer’s report, Mrs. McKinney reported:   
 
Deputy Clerk/Treasurer’s report: 
 Business licenses: 6– new; (contractors); 24 - renewals 
 Building Permit Coordination: 8 - for repairs  
 Background Checks: 0 



 Visitor's Log: Town Hall - 64; Police Department - 32; Fire Department – 0; for a total 
of 96 
 Meetings Attended: February 16 – WBC (Women’s Business Conference)  
 
Mayor Smith called for a motion to approve all reports as given.  
 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour made a motion to approve all reports as given, said motion 
being duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Butler, and unanimously approved. 
 
9. Old Business: 
Mayor Smith stated under Old Business two items were listed:  
 Filing of State Ethics Form, due March 30, with penalty for late filing at $100 each day 
filed late and the FY 17/18 Budget Schedule.  He stated the Budget Workshop would be held 
on March 23, at 6 p.m. and Council had received a copy of the draft FY 17/18 General Fund 
Operating Budget.    
 
10. New Business: 
Mayor Smith stated two items were listed under New Business: 
 Information on the Farmers Market for 2017, and the request to exempt it from 
business license regulations.   
  
 Council Member Mrs. Seymour made a motion to allow the exemption for 2017, said 
motion being duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Butler, and unanimously approved.  
 
 The other item, Mayor Smith stated, was for information, it being the change out of the 
phone systems at Town Hall.  He called upon Clerk/Treasurer Mrs. McKinney.  
 
 Mrs. McKinney stated this would be a newer system which would allow for transfer of 
calls to voice mail, email, and cell phones, enhanced Internet services, and a cost savings to 
the Town.  She stated that the eleven lines coming into Town Hall would be cut to three (3).   
 
 Mayor Smith stated that this item was for information and did not need any action.  
 
Executive Session: FOIA, Section 30-4-70.  Meetings which may be closed;  
 (a – 2) – Discussions of negotiations incident to proposed contractual 
arrangements and proposed sale or purchase of property, and  
 (a – 1) – Discussions of employment, appointment, compensation, promotion, 
discipline, or release of an employee,  
 
 Mayor Smith called for a motion to conduct the Executive Session.  
 
 Council Member Mrs. Seymour made said motion, duly seconded by Council 
Member Mr. Butler, and unanimously approved.  
 
Executive Session – 7:40 p.m. 
 
Revert to Regular Session: 8:10 p.m. – motion by Council Member Mrs. Seymour, duly 
seconded by Council Member Mr. Butler, and unanimously approved.  



Upon return to regular session, Council Member Mrs. Seymour made a motion to 
resume with the regularly scheduled meeting, said motion being duly seconded by 
Council Member Mr. Butler, and unanimously approved.  
 
 
Mayor Smith asked that Mr. and Mrs. Storey be asked to return to regular session.   
 
Upon returning, Mayor Smith asked the Storey’s to address Council with regard to their 
request regarding the Dorn House.   
 
Mr. Storey stated he and his wife were interested in the Dorn House and that he owned 
property in the Town and was willing to do a swap of properties.  He stated that his wife loved 
the house and intended to use it as a residence and maintain the historical nature of the 
house.  He state they were interested in both the house and furnishings.   
 
Mayor Smith stated that the Town would take this as information, as a lot of research would 
need to be done, and would get back to Mr. and Mrs. Storey.   
 
Mayor Smith stated with regard to personnel, he wanted to promote Major Willis to the Chief 
of Police’s position, and would like to get Council’s confirmation of the internal promotion.   
 
All council members present confirmed Mayor Smith’s appointment.  Major Willis was 
internally promoted to the position of Chief of Police for the Town of McCormick.  
 
 
Mayor’s Comments: 
Mayor Smith did not offer any comments, and called for adjournment.  
   
12. Adjournment 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour made the motion to adjourn, said motion being duly seconded 
by Council Member Mr. Butler, and unanimously approved.   
 
Council adjourned at approximately 8:25 pm.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
      ___________________________________ 
       Sandra McKinney  
       Town Clerk/Treasurer 
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