
 
 
 

Town of McCormick, SC 
Regular Town Council Meeting 

Tuesday, April 9, 2019 – 7:00 PM 
McCormick One Stop Conference Room, 109 W. Augusta St., McCormick, SC     

  
 
Attendance:    
Mayor:      Roy Smith, Jr. 
 
Council Members Present:   Nathan Jones 

J. Calvin Chiles 
Eric Butler 
       

Council Members Absent:   Dolly Franklin   
Alvin Jennings 
Ann Seymour 
 

Staff Present:     Police Chief W.D. Bo Willis  
       Fire Chief Mike Barron  
       Town Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKinney 
        
Town Attorney:     John D. Compton, III - Absent 
 
Guests:      Chuck Cook, Corporate Secretary &  

Liaison, Public Affairs Committee –  
Savannah Lakes Village, Inc. 

       Shaaron Kohl  
         
News Media:     None 
        
Public Notification: April 5, 2019 
News Media notified of the meeting by e-mail  
Posting to the Town’s website, townofmccormicksc.org. 
All other parties requesting notification either by fax, e-mail or correspondence 
Public Notice - Posting - Town's Kiosk outside of the Town Hall area  
 
FOIA Notifications:  April 9, 2019 
Chuck Cook, Corporate Secretary & Liaison, Public Affairs Committee – Savannah Lakes 
Village, Inc.  
 
Welcome: 
Mayor Smith welcomed and thanked those in attendance for being present for the Town’s 
regular meeting noting the several absences including the Town Attorney and declaring a 
quorum of council was present.   
 



Mayor Smith stated that Kathy Stokes had passed away and gave the service 
announcements if anyone wished to attend her services.   
 
Mayor Smith stated that Darren Pritchard, of JLA, was present and would give council an 
update on the streetscape.   
 
1. Call to Order:  
At approximately 7:10 PM, the regular Town Council meeting for the month of April was called 
to order by Mayor Smith.   
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance: 
Calling for the Pledge of Allegiance, all present stood and offered the Pledge of Allegiance in 
a patriotic manner.  
 
3. Invocation: 
Mayor Smith called for Council Member Mr. Butler to give the invocation; Council Member Mr. 
Butler did so, being grateful for life, seeking governance, guidance and direction, and good 
decision making in conducting business of council, and for the ministry of comfort and grace 
for the family of Mrs. Stokes and for those absent from the meeting.        
 
4. Approval of Agenda as Written:  
Mayor Smith called for approval of the Agenda as presented.   
 
Council Member Mr. Chiles made the motion, to approve the agenda as presented, said 
motion being duly second by Council Member Mr. Jones, and unanimously approved.  
 
Presentation: Streetscape Update on Bids and Project Implementation – Darren 
Pritchard, JLA (Council to consider any Acceptance of Bid and/or Award of Contract – 
Pending Commerce Department Approval 
Mayor Smith called upon for Mr. Pritchard.  
 
Mr. Pritchard stated that there were two bids for the project – EJS - $414,783 and AOS - 
$444,778.  He stated that the prior bids were over budget, and with the rescoping and 
rebidding, the Town still had a good project.  He gave information regarding the two 
companies, AOS being familiar with Streetscape projects and had given information in the bid 
package of their prior experience, and EJS only referring to projects done in North Carolina, 
not ones in Georgia and South Carolina as was required in the bid package.  Mr. Pritchard 
also spoke to the performance bond, stating EJS had only submitted a facsimile copy of the 
bond, with AOS submitting the proper bond documents.  Mr. Pritchard stated, normally, the 
low bidder was accepted, but he was recommending AOS, the higher bidder, due to previous 
experience and qualifications.   
 
Calling for discussion, questions, or comments, Council Member Mr. Chiles stated he 
understood the recommendation of AOS, the higher bid, but looked to the money – the 
$26,000 difference.   
 
Mr. Pritchard stated he understood Mr. Chiles’s concern, but again related the experience and 
qualifications of AOS against those of EJS, the bonding process not being completed as per 
bid documents, and the lack of experience of EJS, who appeared to be a subcontractor and 



not a general contractor.   
 
Mr. Pritchard cited a project from Abbeville where the lower bid was accepted, the contractor 
failing to follow through and the project was not finished.  Mr. Prichard stated that sometimes 
the lower bid was not the best bid.   
 
Council Member Mr. Butler made a motion to accept the bid of AOS pending Commerce 
Department approval, said motion was duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Jones, 
and Mayor Smith called for approval.   
 
Council Member Mr. Chiles called for a roll call vote.  
 
Voting as follows:  
Mr. Butler – yes  
Mr. Jones – yes  
Mayor Smith – yes  
Mr. Chiles – no.  
 
Voting being three in favor and one against, Mayor Smith called the motion approved.  
 
Mayor Smith thanked Mr. Pritchard for his presentation, and Mr. Pritchard was then excused 
from the meeting.  
 
Public Hearing:  Ordinance Authorizing Recovery of Response Costs Associated with 
Responding to Emergency Incidents  
Mayor Smith opened the public hearing at approximately 7:35 pm and called for any public 
comments.  None being offered, Mayor Smith closed the public hearing at approximately 7:35 
pm.  
 
5. Appearance of Citizens, Public Comments:  
Mayor Smith stated no written requests had been received by the deadline, called for any 
from the audience, and receiving none, moved to the Regular Town Council Business items.   
 
6. Regular Town Council Business Items for consideration/motions to approve:  
A) Minutes, March 12 – Regular Council Meeting - Motion to Approve as Written  
B) Bills, March – Motion to Pay in Usual Manner  
C) Financial Statement - March – Motion to Accept as Information  
 
Council had received copies of the Minutes, Bills, and Financial Statement for review prior to 
the meeting.   
 
Mayor Smith called for any comments or questions from Council regarding the Minutes; none 
were offered.  
 
Mayor Smith called for any comments or questions regarding the Bills; none were offered.  
 
Mayor Smith called for any comments or questions regarding the Financial Statement; none 
were offered.  
 



No comments or questions being offered regarding the Minutes, Bills and Financial 
Statement, Mayor Smith called for a motion regarding those items.   
 
Council Member Mr. Butler made the motion to approve the Minutes, the Bills, and the 
Financial Statement, said motion being duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Jones, 
and unanimously approved. 
 
7. Legislation for consideration:  
A) Ordinances – One – O-2019-04-09-01 – Recovery Response Cost – Fire Department – 
(consideration of any public comments) - Second Reading/Adoption  
B) Resolutions – None     
C) Proclamations – One – Alcohol Awareness Month   
   
No public comments having been received regarding Ordinance O-2019-04-09-01, Recovery 
of Response Costs, Mayor Smith called for a motion to give second reading and adoption.   
 
Council Member Mr. Butler made the motion to give second reading to and adoption of 
Ordinance O-2019-04-09-01, said motion being duly seconded by Council Member Mr. 
Chiles, and unanimously approved.  
 
The Town Attorney had been sent a copy of the Ordinance for review prior to the meeting.  
 
The Proclamation for Alcohol Awareness having been requested by Dana Brock of 
Cornerstone, Mayor Smith stated the Proclamation was presented to her, together with Chief 
Willis and the Sheriff on April 3.   
 
8. Reports: 
A) Police  
B) Fire  
C) Clerk/Treasurer and Deputy Clerk/Treasurer  
 
Council had received copies of all reports prior to the meeting for review.   
 
Mayor Smith called for any comments or questions regarding the Police Report.  
 
Council Member Mr. Chiles asked about the Calls for Service and whether there were any 
false alarms from the businesses included in the report.  
 
Chief Willis stated no - no false alarms were included in the calls for service.   
 
Mayor Smith called for any comments or questions regarding the Fire Report.  
 
Council Member Mr. Chiles asked about the flow test, noting that only five out of 8 passed.   
 
Fire Chief Barron stated that was correct; there were units that could not be repaired, and the 
company could not certify those as they would not meet safety.   
 
Council Member Mr. Chiles asked about the replacement of bunker gear and using the 1 cent 
penny tax to buy the bunker gear.   



 
Fire Chief Barron stated that the first priority of the 1 cent penny tax was for the new fire 
station, with a certain amount being allocated to each of the seven fire departments in the 
approximate amount of $55,000 which would allow, if the funds were received, the Fire 
Department to purchase the SCBA’s.   
 
With regard to the request, in his Fire Department, and question by Council Member Mr. 
Chiles regarding the 2 replacement sets of bunker gear, Fire Chief Barron stated that he had 
hoped to be about to purchase and seek reimbursement through the Municipal Associations 
grant funding.   
 
Mayor Smith stated that he would be meeting with Council Members Mr. Chiles and Mr. Jones 
after the meeting, and asked that the Fire Chief meet with them as well.  
 
Mayor Smith called for any questions or comments regarding the Clerk/Treasurer and Deputy 
Clerk/Treasurer’s reports.  No questions or comments were offered.  
 
Mayor Smith called for a motion to approve the Reports as presented.  
 
Council Member Mr. Butler made the motion to approve the Reports, said motion duly 
seconded by Council Member Jones, and unanimously approved.  
 
9. Old Business:  
A) Draft Copy of FY 19/20 Town General Fund Operating Budget (Public Hearing set for 
May 14, 2019); final draft; will move to Legislation for introduction/consideration/first 
reading: May 14 2019) 
 
Council had received the draft copy of the FY 19/29 GFO Budget for review prior to the 
meeting.  
 
Calling for any questions or comments, Council Member Mr. Chiles stated yes, asking that 
Page 7 be looked at regarding the chain of command and the fact that the position of 
Administrator was listed.  Stating that the Town had been without an administrator since 2013, 
he asked if the position should be listed and with what salary information, and if so, the Town 
needed to look to get an administrator.   
 
Council Member Mr. Chiles stated he also had an issue with the salary increases – the 2% 
and 3% increases and asked for clarification.   
 
Mayor Smith stated since there was a wide disparity in pay for employees, those making over 
$30,000 and those making less than $30,000, he decided the percentages of 2% for those 
over $30,000 and 3% for those under $30,000.  
 
Council Member Mr. Chiles stated he didn’t like that and would like to see 3% across the 
board, the Town in the past, having given across the board increases.  
 
Council Member Mr. Chiles stated that no workshop had been held and that some of these 
issues could have been handled if a workshop had been held.  
 



Mayor Smith then proceeded to explain further his reasoning for the salary increases, in that 
he had sought information from the Municipal Association and had compared salaries of other 
towns.   
 
 
Mayor Smith stated to the Clerk/Treasurer that the draft budget needed to be “re-looked at”.  
 
10. New Business: 
A) Discussion/Interest – Town Purchase of the Caboose located at the Depot 
 
Mayor Smith stated that an individual in the community had approached him regarding the 
purchase of the caboose by the Town, thus he was bringing the matter to Council.   
 
Council Member Mr. Chiles stated that the Town should not be in the business of buying 
property, real estate.  He noted the request by an individual to buy property which was not 
useable, as well as the purchase of the Chamber property which the Town did have a use for.   
 
Shaaron Kohl, asking to address Council, stated that the purchase of the caboose could 
possibly be an asset for the Town, that it could enhance visitors to come downtown, increase 
commerce, as well as be a positive for the Town.   
 
Mayor Smith stated that Mrs. Kohl was not the person who had approached him, and thanked 
her for her comments.   
 
 
Mayor’s Concluding Comments:  
Mayor Smith stated one event was listed: April 27, Drug Take Back and Shredding Day which 
would be held from 10 AM to 2 PM at the parking lot area across from Mat Hardy’s station.   
 
11. Adjournment: 
Mayor Smith, calling for other items to come before council and receiving none, then called 
for adjournment. 
 
Council Member Mr. Butler made the motion, said motion duly seconded by Council Member 
Mr. Jones, and unanimously approved.  
 
Meeting concluded at approximately 8:00 pm.  
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
______________________________ 
Sandra McKinney  
Town Clerk/Treasurer  
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