
 
Town of McCormick, SC 

Interviews with Design Firms – Proposed Streetscape Project 
and 

Regular Town Council Meeting  
Tuesday, June 14, 2016  

McCormick One Stop Conference Room, 109 W. Augusta St., McCormick, SC     
Attendance:   

  
Mayor:      Roy Smith, Jr. 
 
Council Members Present:   Dolly Franklin  
       Nathan Jones 
       Calvin Chiles 
       Eric T. Butler 
       Ann Seymour 
 
Council Member Absent:    Alvin Jennings 
 
Staff Present:     Major W.D. (Bo) Willis, Interim Chief  
       Fire Chief Mike Barron    
       Town Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKinney  
 
Staff Absent:     Town Attorney John Compton 
             
News Media:     Bradley Fuller, McCormick Messenger 
            
Other Guests:     Design Firms - Representatives for: 
        Johnson, Laschober & Associates  
        KBS & Associates  
        Seamon/Whiteside  
       Rick Green, Government Services Director 
        Upper Savannah Council of  
        Governments  
       McCormick County – Administrator,  
        County Council & ED Director   
        Columbus Stephens, Administrator 
        County Council Members:  
        Charles Jennings, Chairman 
        Byron Thompson  
        Henry Banks (and wife)  
        Earl Coleman  
        ED Director: Thessa Smith  
       McCormick Chamber of Commerce:  
        Charlotte Tallent  
       MACK – Program Director: Heather McNally  
       Benitra Calhoun, Radio Personality  
    



         
Public Notification: 
News Media had been notified of the meeting by e-mail on June 8 and 10, 2016.   Posting to 
the Town’s website, townofmccormicksc.org. was made on June 8, 2016. All other parties 
requesting notification had received notice either by fax, e-mail or correspondence on June 
10, 2016.  Agenda Packages were delivered to Council Members on June 10, 2016.  Public 
notice posting was to the Town's Kiosk outside of the Town Hall area on June 10, 2016.   
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Notification: 
Design Firms submitting Request for Proposals of Qualifications in regard to a 
possible streetscape project were notified either by e-mail, fax, or correspondence on 
May 31, 2016; June 8 and 10, 2016.  
 
Interviews with Design Firms who submitted proposals were held beginning at 6:30 pm 
prior to the regular council meeting.  Representatives of the design firms attending the 
interview were Johnson, Laschober & Associates, KBS (Kenneth B. Simmons) LLC & 
Associates, and Seamon/Whiteside.   
 
Mayor Smith welcomed all three firms and called upon each one to give a short presentation 
to Council of their firm’s qualifications and interest.   
 
Drew Cheatham, KBS was the first to speak handing out information for Council’s review.  He 
stated his firm was located out of Columbia, and he, himself, was an Edgefield native.   
 
Chris Watson, of Seamon Whiteside, spoke next, also handing out information for Council’s 
review.  He stated his firm’s main office was out of Charleston, but he, himself, worked out of 
the Greenville Office.  
 
Everett D. Harbeson, of Johnson, Laschober, spoke last, also handing out information for 
Council’s review.  He stated his firm’s office was out of Augusta.  Along with Mr. Harbeson 
were other representatives from JLA.   
 
All three firms gave brief information on the size of their firms, the makeup (composition) of 
principal partners, and the various projects done over the years.  All three firms had 
knowledge of streetscape project qualifications and work to be done, working knowledge of 
the process from obtaining permits and finishing the project from beginning to end.  Each firm 
showed an interest in working closely with the town and community in seeking to develop a 
plan that would enhance the existing streetscape projects which had been done in the past.  
Community involvement was a point made by the firms in the engagement process and each 
firm had visited the downtown area.   
 
Recent small projects being done in Abbeville, Walhalla and Johnston were given as 
examples of working in small towns and cities.   
 
Each firm was familiar with working with other agencies, such as DOT and the Railroad in 
obtaining permits and other permitting requirements.   
 
 



Council Member Mrs. Seymour stated she wanted to point out that the Town did not own the 
Depot that it is privately owned, and that revitalization of the Depot would require working with 
the private owner.  She stated also that CSX had a 100 foot right of way around the  
Depot area.   
 
Other questions were posed by Mayor and Council as to recent projects by the firms.   
 
Mayor Smith thanked the firms for showing an interest in the Town’s desire to obtain a 
streetscape design, stating that the Town hoped to obtain Community Development Block 
Grant funds in the fall.   
 
Representatives were then asked to stay if they wished, but were excused from the regular 
meeting to follow.  
 
Regular Town Council Meeting for June 14, 2016 began at 7:00 pm. 
 
Mayor Smith announced that due to the absence of the Town Attorney, Mr. Compton, 
the executive session would be postponed to the July meeting.   
 
Welcome/Business Pick of the Month: 
Mayor Smith welcomed all remaining guests present to the regular meeting of Council and 
recognized guest, Rick Green, Government Services Director, Upper Savannah Council of 
Governments. He then called for the selection of the business pick of the month; Council 
Member Mr. Jones selected “Paul’s Barber Shop”.  
 
1. Call to Order: 
At approximately 7:00 pm, Mayor Smith called to order the McCormick Town Council’s regular 
scheduled meeting for June 14, 2016.  
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance: 
Mayor Smith asked all present to stand and offer the Pledge of Allegiance; all did so in a 
patriotic manner.  
 
3. Invocation: 
Mayor Smith called for Council Member Mr. Butler to offer the invocation; Council Member Mr. 
Butler did so, being thankful for the day to gather, seeking guidance and direction in making 
decision for the Town. 
 
4.  Approval of Agenda as Written:   
Mayor Smith called any discussion regarding the Agenda as Written and receiving none, 
called for a motion; Council Member Mr. Chiles offered the motion to approve the agenda as 
written, noting the deletion of the executive session.  Motion being duly seconded by Council 
Member Mrs. Seymour, and unanimously approved.  
 
5. General Public Comments: 
Mayor Smith called the General Public Comments agenda item opened for public comments 
at approximately 7:02 pm. 
 



Mayor Smith called upon representatives from McCormick County to address the One Penny 
Sales Tax.   
 
County Council Chair, Mr. Charles Jennings and County Administrator Columbus Stephens 
spoke to Council, handing out a packet of information for review.   
 
Mr. Jennings and Mr. Stephens spoke to the formation of a committee, comprising three 
members of the community for the County, two members of the community for the Town, and 
the two members from the Town, selecting one additional member from the Plum 
Branch/Parksville area, for a total of a six member committee.  Mr. Stephens thanked the 
Town for the collaboration to move the county forward by working to submit names of 
individuals to serve on the committee.   
 
It was stated that after the formation of the committee and the approval by County Council 
work could begin for the committee to form the question for the November election to seek to 
vote to approve the County implementing the penny tax.   
 
Revenue generated by the penny tax was expected to be some $447,000 up to $3.5 million in 
the eight year period that the tax could be implemented.  It was stated that DOR regulated the 
collection and payment of the tax back to the County.   
 
Projects that could be funded by the tax included highway, building and recreation projects 
and the appointed committee would prioritize the projects.   
 
Towns and cities already having the tax in place were Abbeville (recently implemented) and 
Greenwood.  It was stated that when residents visited towns and cities having the tax, they 
were paying it there, and it would be good for the county to be able to retain that penny here.  
It was stated that the approval of the penny tax would be a win-win for everyone.   
 
The timetable for moving forward would be with the County giving three readings to a 
Resolution, the first being in July, holding public hearings to educate the community, 
advertising, getting word out to the public, form the question for the November ballot, and 
implementing the tax the first of the year.   
 
Mayor Smith thanked the County for their attendance and the information presented.  
 
Mayor Smith called for Milly Price to speak, but she was not in attendance.   
 
Mayor Smith recognized Benetria Calhoun to speak to Council.   
 
Ms. Calhoun, a radio personality, stated she was present to let Council know of a music event 
to be held in the community on July 9.  She stated that she was seeking donations for this 
event which she felt would be a first, family oriented, open to all, and free.   
 
Mayor Smith stated that the information presented would be taken as information.  
 
Calling for and no further public comments being offered, Mayor Smith closed the General 
Public Comments at approximately 7:18 pm. 



 
6. Regular Town Council Business Items: 
Mayor Smith stated Council had received copies of the Minutes of the regular meeting of 
Council for May 10 review prior to the meeting and called for any discussion or action 
regarding the Minutes as presented.   
 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour made a motion that the Minutes stand approved as written, 
said motion being duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Jones, and unanimously approved. 
 
Mayor Smith stated Council had received, for review prior to the meeting, a copy of the Bills 
for May, with receivables report, and called for any discussion or action regarding the Bills.    
 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour made a motion that the Bills be paid in the usual manner, said 
motion being duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Butler, and unanimously approved.   
 
Mayor Smith stated Council had received a copy, for review, of the May Financial Statement 
prior to the meeting, and called for any discussion or action regarding same. 
 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour made a motion that the Financial Statement be received as 
information, said motion being duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Butler, and 
unanimously approved. 
 
7. Legislation: 
Mayor Smith stated under Legislation, there was one Ordinance for consideration: Ordinance 
O2016-06-14-01, FY 16/17 General Fund Operating Budget.  He stated that second reading 
and adoption needed to be given. 
 
Council Member Mr. Chiles made the motion to give second reading and adoption of 
Ordinance O2016-06-14-01, FY 16/17 General Fund Operating Budget.  Said motion was 
duly seconded by Council Member Mrs. Seymour, and unanimously approved.     
 
Mayor Smith stated there was Resolution to be considered: R-2016-06-14-01, 
Intergovernmental Agreement with CPW, and called for action from Council.  
 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour made a motion to give adoption of Resolution,  
R-2016-06-14-01, Intergovernmental Agreement with CPW, said motion being duly seconded 
by Council Member Mr. Chiles and unanimously approved.   
 
Mayor Smith then moved to Reports.         
 
8. Reports 
Mayor Smith called upon Major W.D. Willis to give the Police Department Report for the 
month of May.     
Collisions Investigated - 4       
Traffic Offenses – 15       
Arrests – 29 – clearing of old cases        
Overall Offenses (Incident Reports filed) – 29    
Calls for Service – 575  



 
Major Willis reported one event – assisting with the McCormick High School Graduation on 
May 27.  
 
Mayor Smith thanked Major Willis and moved to the Fire Report, calling upon Fire Chief Mike 
Barron, who reported the following activity for May:    
 
Automotive – 3 
Structure Fires – 2 
Alarms - 2 
Brush – 4 
Miscellaneous: 1 
For a total of 12 service calls.   
 
Under notes Chief Barron had listed:  
 
Yearly physicals are scheduled for July. 
Mutual aid has benefited all residents of McCormick County and most all fire departments 
have seen a lowering of the ratings in McCormick (ISO). 
 
Chief Barron also requested approval to submit a letter of intent to purchase the brush truck 
to the dealer who was to hold the truck until Friday.   
 
Mayor Smith stated that he was planning to hold a workshop on several items including some 
concerns that have arisen in the Fire Department.  He stated he would let Council know the 
date.   
 
Council Member Seymour stated her concern of the Department not having the brush truck 
and having to use fire engines for these type fires.  She also stated that Council had approved 
to buy the brush truck and stated that the truck needed to be purchased.   
 
Mayor Smith stated that he would let Council know of the workshop date, to which Council 
Member Mrs. Seymour stated that it needed to be held as soon as possible.   
 
Discussion was then held as to the new ISO lower rates for insurance purposes, with Council 
Member Mr. Chiles wanting to know how the public would be informed.   
 
Chief Barron stated he was working on an article that would be in the McCormick Messenger, 
but as a rule ISO did not notify the individuals, but there was a manual that insurance 
companies could use in determining the rating in a particular area.  
 
Mayor Smith thanked Chief Barron and then called for the Clerk/Treasurer and Deputy 
Clerk/Treasurer’s reports.  
 
Mrs. McKinney reported as follows for the month of May:  
 
 
 
 



Town Clerk/Treasurer Additional Report to Council for May: 
 
Purchases of goods and services: 
 9% local purchases; 11% out of town;  
 17% for personal services; 63% for contracted services 
  
 
Continuing/Upcoming Events listed included:  
 Audit Work on FY 15/16 Town General Fund Operating Budget; Auditors in May 23, will 
return August 15 
 Municipal Association’s Annual Meeting for Elected Officials – July 14-17, Charleston, 
two officials registered  
 Streetscape Design Qualifications, Proposals, Design Firms, Interviews – June 14; 
selection of firm, July 12 
 Repairs to Dorn House, Southern Siding – should start in June 
 
Filings:  
 No required filings for May 
  
Publications:  
 Public Hearing – FY 16/17 Town General Fund Operating Budget – Messenger 
  
Meetings:  
 Steering Committee, McCormick County Strategic Plan – May 19 
 
Mandated Review Dates:  
 Town Comprehensive Plan – 2018 
 Policy Manuals/SOP’s/-Police & Fire – 2018 
 Town Employee Handbook/Policy Manual – 2018  
  
In giving the Deputy Town Clerk/Treasurer Mrs. McKinney reported:   
 
Deputy Clerk/Treasurer’s report: 
 Business licenses: 5 – new; 4 – renewals (4-local) 
 Building Permit Coordination: 1-New (Addition); 5-for repairs  
 Zoning Issues: None 
 Background Checks: 2 - Employment; 1 – Apartment 
 Visitor's Log: Town Hall - 73; Police Department - 38; Fire Department – 0; 
   for a total of 101  
 Meetings Attended: None                      
 New Businesses started in Town: Yo Mama’s Cooking, Sherman Terrell Realty, 
Cunningham’s Ice Cream Truck, and Cheetah B’s Handy Man  
 
Mayor Smith called for a motion to approve all reports as given.  
 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour made a motion to approve all reports as given, said motion 
being duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Butler and unanimously approved. 
 



9. Old Business 
Mayor Smith stated there was no Old Business listed to be considered.  
 
Mayor Smith called for any Old Business to come before Council and receiving none moved 
to New Business.  
 
10. New Business 
Mayor Smith stated one item under New Business was with regard to information/discussion 
– Design firms – Streetscape Improvements – Project (CDBG – Fall Round); Selection of firm 
date: July 12, 2016.  
 
Mayor Smith asked Clerk/Treasurer Mrs. McKinney to speak to Council with regard to the 
CDBG process.  Mrs. McKinney, stating that Mr. Green, was in attendance, he being the 
Governmental Services Director for Upper Savannah, deferred the request to him.   
 
Mr. Green stated that the Community Development Block Grant funds could be used for a 
streetscape improvement project like the one recently done in Abbeville.  The date for 
applying for funding would be in the fall.   
 
Having heard from the design firms prior to the regular meeting, Mayor Smith called for any 
further discussion or questions.  Receiving none, he then moved to Information Items. 
 
11. Information Items 
Mayor Smith stated the Centennial Celebration’s Boat Parade would be held on July 4 at the 
Dorn Boating Facility starting at 10 am.  He stated he did not have any other information items 
to report.  
 
The executive session being postponed until July, Mayor Smith called for any additional 
information to come before Council and receiving none, called for a motion to adjourn.  
 
12. Adjournment 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour offered the motion to adjourn, said motion being duly 
seconded by Council Members Mr. Butler, and unanimously approved.   
 
Council adjourned at approximately 7:40 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
      ___________________________________ 
       Sandra McKinney  
       Town Clerk/Treasurer 
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