
 
Town of McCormick, SC 

Regular Town Council Meeting  
Tuesday, November 11, 2014 – Veteran’s Day 

McCormick One Stop Conference Room, 109 W. Augusta St., McCormick, SC     
Attendance:   

  
Mayor:      Roy Smith, Jr. 
 
Council Members:     Dolly Franklin     
       J. Calvin Chiles 
       Eric T. Butler 
       Alvin Jennings 
       Ann D. Seymour 
 
Council Members Absent:   Nathan Jones 
        
Staff Present:     Police Chief J.R. Jones 
       Fire Chief Mike Barron 
       Town Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKinney  
       Attorney John D. Compton, III 
 
        
Media Present:     None 
        
Other Guests:     Charles Jennings, Chair, McCormick County 
        Council 
       Anne Barron, McCormick County Chamber  
        of Commerce  
       Hoyt Dorn, American Cancer Society  
       Donn & Christine Lee      
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Mayor’s Welcome & Comments: 
Mayor Smith welcomed everyone present to the McCormick Town Council Meeting for the 
month of November.  He stated it was customary, prior to the meeting, to pick a business of 
the month.  Mayor Smith asked Council Member Mrs. Seymour to make the selection.  
Council Member Mrs. Seymour selected “Lucky Shop” as business pick for the month of 
November.  Mayor Smith asked the Clerk/Treasurer to send a Certificate of Appreciation to 
them.  
_________________________________________________________________________ 
Public Notification: 
News Media had been notified of the meeting by e-mail on November 5 & 7, 2014.   All other 
parties requesting notification had received notice either by fax, e-mail or correspondence on 
November 5, 2014.  Agenda Packages were delivered to Council Members on November 7, 
2014.  Public notice posting was to the Town's Kiosk outside of the Town Hall area on 
November 7, 2014.   

1. Call to Order 
Mayor Smith called to order at approximately 7:03 pm the McCormick Town Council regular 



scheduled meeting for November 11, 2014.  
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
Mayor Smith asked all present to stand and offer the Pledge of Allegiance; all did so in a 
patriotic manner.  
 
3. Invocation  
Mayor Smith called upon Council Member Mr. Butler to offer the invocation; Council Member 
Mr. Butler did so, asked for the opportunity to serve, seeking guidance, and intervention in the 
business of the Town.  
 
4. Approval of Agenda as Written   
Mayor Smith called for a motion to approve the agenda as written; Council Member Mr. Chiles 
offered the motion, said motion duly seconded by Council Members Mrs. Franklin and Mrs. 
Seymour, and unanimously approved.  
 
5. General Public Comments 
Mayor Smith called upon Mr. Hoyt Dorn to speak to Council.  Mr. Dorn stated that he was with 
the American Cancer Society and had the opportunity to work with the Relay for Life program 
in McCormick County for the past 10 years.  Mr. Dorn provided a packet of information for 
Council’s review.  He stated that over the 10 year period that he had been in McCormick 
County some $439,000 had been raised for the various programs and research projects of 
the American Cancer Society.  He stated that there had been a loss of volunteers over the 
years and asked Council to consider ways to involve themselves, churches, schools and the 
community in supporting the Relay for Life program in McCormick County.   
 
Mayor Smith stated in the past the County had done well and he asked why the program had 
fell off.   
 
Mr. Dorn stated there had been a loss of volunteers who were very active in Relay for Life, 
them or their family members or friends having suffered some loss.   
 
Mayor Smith stated that all were affected, or someone was known, that had been affected by 
cancer.  He stated the Town had signed a Proclamation for Breast Cancer Awareness last 
month.  
 
Mayor Smith thanked for Mr. Dorn for his attendance and information.  
 
Mayor Smith then called upon Mr. Charles Jennings, Chair of the McCormick County Council.   
 
Mr. Jennings spoke to Council regarding the recent Strategic Plan prepared for the County 
through the Governor’s Office and the Department of Commerce.  He stated that the Plan 
began with a joint meeting of Town and County Councils and more meetings had been asked 
for, but none had been held.  He stated the Plan called for certain actions to be taken to bring 
jobs into the County.  He stated that the County was looking to purchase property located 
down below Plum Branch at Serpentine Drive and to develop that property as an industrial 
site.  He stated that the County, partnering with the Power Team – Little River and Santee 
Cooper – were looking to purchase the 47 acres and testing of the site had begun.  He stated 
the Plan called for a call center to be opened up as well as other recommendations that could 



possibly bring jobs into the County.   He stated the Town and County needed to work together, 
to build a good working relationship in order to go to work and get jobs in the county, to 
become more business friendly, and stay committed.   He stated that some people had 
remarked that this was just another plan and it would sit on the shelf; he stated the County 
was not going to let that happen.    He stated as elected officials, the community was looking 
to us to make a difference and to make a positive impact on their lives.  He stated the County 
was looking to hire an economic development director to help in working with the County and 
the Plan that had been completed.   
 
Mayor Smith stated that he had reviewed the Plan and the results and that not all things 
reported were being in agreement and that he would be getting a copy of the Plan to Council 
for their review.  
 
Mr. Jennings stated that he was asking that more meetings be held between the Town and 
County, and Mayor Smith stated he would get with the Clerk and come up with some dates for 
the joint meeting.   
 
Mayor Smith thanked Mr. Jennings for his attendance and information and called upon Anne 
Barron with the Chamber of Commerce to speak to Council.  
 
Mrs. Barron handed out a reminder card for the upcoming events in November and 
December.  She stated the Chamber coordinated the Christmas Parade which would be held 
on December 13 beginning at 4 pm.  She stated this would tie into the activities that would be 
going on in the MACK Park, the tree lighting, singing, and other things.  She asked that no 
children be allowed to ride 4-wheelers in the Parade due to safety concerns.  She stated that 
United Way would begin to offer free tax service for small returns at the Chamber two days a 
week.  She stated that she had received calls with regard to a call center, this service also 
being a part of the Small Business Initiative of Lander and Clemson.  She stated there would 
be a Festival of Trees at the Gin Mill in early December, with Bobby Edmunds providing the 
trees.   
 
Mayor Smith stated that he was appreciative of all the things that the Chamber did for the 
Town and community and thanked Mrs. Barron for her attendance and information.  
 
Mayor Smith closed the public comments section of the meeting at approximately 7:20 pm.   
 
6. Regular Town Council Business Items: 
Mayor Smith stated Council had received a copy of the Minutes of the regular meeting of 
Council for October 14, 2014 and called for action regarding the Minutes as presented.  
Council Member Mrs. Seymour made a motion to approve the Minutes as written, said motion 
duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Butler, and unanimously approved. 
 
Mayor Smith stated Council had received a copy of the Bills for October, along with a copy of 
the Receivables Report and called for any questions.  Receiving none, Mayor Smith called for 
a motion to pay the bills in the usual manner.   
 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour made the motion, duly seconded by Council Member Mr. 
Butler, and unanimously approved.   
 



Mayor Smith stated Council had received a copy of the Financial Statement for October and 
called for action regarding same.  Council Member Mrs. Seymour made a motion that the 
Financial Statement be received as information, said motion being duly seconded by Council 
Member Mr. Butler and unanimously approved. 
 
7. Legislation 
Mayor Smith stated there were no items under Ordinances and Resolutions, with Council 
receiving a copy of the Breast Cancer Awareness Proclamation adopted last month.       
 
8. Reports 
Moving to Reports, Mayor Smith called upon Police Chief J.R. Jones to give the Police 
Department Report for the month of October.   
 
Chief Jones reported activity as follows: 
Collisions Investigated 6;  
Traffic Offenses 4; 
 Arrests 11;  
Overall Offenses (Incident Reports filed) 19; 
Calls for Service 532.   
 
Chief Jones stated he had attended the Police Chief’s Conference which had been a good 
opportunity to network with other law enforcement professionals.   
 
Council Member Mr. Chiles asked if Chief Jones could provide a breakdown in categories of 
the information given.   
 
Chief Jones stated that most were misdemeanors, one CDV, and one simple assault.   
 
Mayor Smith thanked Chief Jones for his report and called upon Chief Barron to give the Fire 
Report. 
 
Chief Barron stated that October had been slightly busier than the previous report and 
reported:  
 
City calls 7; 3-automotive; 4-structure; 1-brush  
County calls 4; 1-automotive; 1-structure; 1-miscellaneous; 1-brush 
Total calls for service in October being 12 calls. 
 
Under Notes, Chief Barron reported: 
Halloween was a great night for the kids in the community, this event getting bigger each 
year; Chief Barron stated this was a good, safe way for kids to observe Halloween 
Auto extrication training continuing to be held, joint training with area FD and EMS, 
preparation was to begin for federal grant requests, and information only was handed out to 
Council outlining future planning of Fire Departments.   
 
Chief Barron handed out an information sheet which had been submitted to the County during 
the various meetings held to address issues with fire service.  This handout addressed 
options to fund existing fire departments in the County of McCormick.  He stated that talks 
and meetings were continuing to be held with the County, one meeting scheduled for 



November 13 in the Mt. Carmel area, and one on November 18 in the Modoc area.   
 
Chief Barron stated with regard to communications and difficulties he was working with the 
EMS in setting up an app which would act as a pager in toning out the departments for fire 
calls.  He stated this was being testing and several of his firemen had these apps.   
 
Chief Barron reported the passing of Mike Sharpe who had been a mentor to him, had been 
instrumental in forming the Fire Chief’s Association in the county, and had served as Fire 
Chief at Sandy Branch.  Chief Barron stated that a “last call” service was being planned.  
 
Mayor Smith stated if Council had questions regarding the Fire Report, he would relay them 
to the Fire Chief.   
 
Mayor Smith then called for the Clerk/Treasurer's and Deputy Clerk/Treasurer’s report.   
 
Mrs. McKinney reported as follows:  
Purchases of goods and services: 6% local; 23% out of town, 16% for personal services, 
contracted services at 50% and an equipment purchase at 5%. 
 
Continuing/Upcoming Events listed included Safety Meeting for Fourth Qtr., 2014, held on 
October 13, along with the Staff Meeting; Public Hearing on the CPW RDA grant – October 
23; Women in Business Luncheon – October 29; Veteran’s Day Holiday – November 10; 
Annual Risk Management Meeting in Columbia – November 13; Meeting with Rick Green, 
Upper Savannah, to discuss possible grant opportunities for the Town – November 11; Town 
Council Meeting – November 11; and Thanksgiving Holidays to be observed on November 27, 
28.  
 
Under Filings, Mrs. McKinney reported filing of audits with requesting agencies – October 15; 
Annual Municipal Report with the State Treasurer’s Office – October 16; Long Term Debt 
Report with the State Treasurer’s Officer – October 21; and the Certified Local Government 
Report with Archives & History – October 21.    
 
Under Publications, Mrs. McKinney reported the publication of the police officer’s position, 
notice of sale for the maintenance truck, and the public hearing for the October 23, RDA, 
CPW grant.   
 
For meetings, Mrs. McKinney listed her attendance at staff meetings on October 13, and 27; 
Christmas in McCormick – October 22; County Council meeting – October 21, and the public 
hearing – October 23. 
 
Mrs. McKinney also requested that Town Employees being allowed to get flu shots at the local 
clinic as a part of the Town’s Safety Program, along with the annual calendar of Town Council 
Meetings & Holidays to be observed, and Payroll Schedules for 2015.  
 
Mrs. McKinney stated she had also included as a part of her report and for information only, 
the Clerk’s Report – Future Considerations for 2015.  
 
Mrs. McKinney reported as follows for the Deputy Clerk/Treasurer’s report: 
Business licenses: new – 1; 2 contractor; and 1 renewals 



Building Permit Coordination: 4-for repairs 
Zoning Issues: None                      
Background Checks: 3-Employment; 6-Apartment; and 1-Other 
Visitor's Log: Town Hall - 95; Police Department - 65; Fire Department – 0 for a total of 160.                     
Meetings Attended: National Night out – October 6 and 13; HPPC & Planning/Zoning – 
October 14; Christmas in McCormick – October 15; and two events – National Night out/Don’t 
Fall for Drugs – October 18; and the Women in Business Luncheon – October 29. . 
  
Mayor Smith called for a motion to approve all reports as given. Council Member Mrs. 
Seymour made a motion to approve all reports as given, said motion being duly seconded by 
Council Member Mr. Butler, and unanimously approved. 
 
9. Old Business 
Mayor Smith stated there were no items listed as Old Business and called for any to come 
before Council.   
 
No old business being offered, Mayor Smith moved to New Business.   
 
10. New Business 
Mayor Smith stated under New Business was the consideration of a commission appointment 
– Mrs. Christine Lee to the Elections Commission. Mayor Smith stated Mrs. Lee was active in 
the community and called for a motion from Council.   
 
Council Member Mr. Chiles made the motion to appoint Mrs. Christine Lee to the Town’s 
Election Commission; said motion being duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Butler, and 
unanimously approved.  
 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour stated she wanted to report the passing of Joe Campbell’s 
daughter, Barbara Joe, known as BJ to many, the Campbell family being former residents of 
the community, Linda Kidd and Elaine Baggett being sisters of Joe.   
 
11. Information Items 
Mayor Smith stated he usually had dates to share, but wanted to let everyone know of the 
MACK Gala which would be held on December 30, in the MACK Park 
 
Mayor Smith called for any other items to come before council and receiving none, he called 
for a motion to adjourn the meeting.   
 
12. Adjournment 
Council Member Mrs. Seymour made the motion to adjourn, with Council Member Mr. Butler 
giving second.  Council unanimously agreed to adjourn at approximately 8:05 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
      _______________________________ 
       Sandra McKinney 
       Clerk/Treasurer 
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