
 
 
 
 

Town of McCormick, SC 
Regular Town Council Meeting 

Tuesday, August 11, 2020 – 7:00 PM 
TFC Center, 1319 South Main Street, McCormick, SC     

 
Social Distancing and sanitizing efforts were in place, with mask, and sanitizers, due to the 
Covid-19 – Coronavirus Pandemic – and CDC guidelines.  
 
Attendance:    
Mayor:      Roy Smith, Jr. 
 
Council Members Present:   Dolly Franklin 

Nathan Jones 
J. Calvin Chiles 
Eric Butler  

 (Quorum Present)  
 
Council Members Absent:   Alvin Jennings 

Ann Seymour 
 
Council Member Elect:    Faye Hood 
 
Council Member Elect Absent:   Curt Dansby  
 
CPW Commissioner Elect:   Dr. George W. Yeldell 

 
Police Officer Candidate:   Melissa McAllister 
 
Staff Present:     Police Chief W.D. Bo Willis   

Fire Chief Mike Barron 
Town Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKinney 

 
Town Attorney:     Absent  
 
Guests:      Charles Cook, Corporate Secretary 
        & Liaison – Public Affairs Committee –  
        Savannah Lakes Village, Inc. and 
       Mrs. Cook  
       Georgia Yeldell  
       Gwen Chiles, McCormick County  
        Clerk of Court  
       Doris New  
       Marge Elmore   
       Charlotte Tallent, Chamber of  



        Commerce  
 
Guests: (continued)    Shaaron Kohl 
       Charles Jennings, Chairman 
        McCormick County Council  
       Wallace Middleton, Sheriff’s Candidate  
        McCormick County  
       G. Graizano 
 
For Presentations:     Adam Hedden, General Manager  
        McCormick CPW  
           
For Appearance of Citizens:   None  
           
News Media:     Bob Stockton, McCormick Messenger 
        
 
Public Notification:  
August 7, 2020  
News Media – McCormick Messenger and The Index Journal – 

notified of the meeting by e-mail  
Public Posting to the Town’s website, townofmccormicksc.org. 
All other parties requesting notification either by fax, e-mail or correspondence 
Public Notice - Posting - Town's Kiosk outside of the Town Hall area  
Agenda Posted to Rear Entrance of the One Stop Conference Room  
 
FOIA Notifications:  August 11, 2020 – in person: 
Charles Cook, Corporate Secretary & Liaison, Public Affairs Committee – Savannah Lakes 
Village, Inc. 
Charlotte Tallent, McCormick County Chamber of Commerce  
 
 
Welcome: 
Mayor Smith welcomed and thanked those in attendance for the Town’s regular council 
meeting for August.  He stated that Adam Hedden, with the CPW, was present to make a 
presentation on the bond ordinance for the Water Plant Project.  
 
1. Call to Order:  
At approximately 7:05 PM, the regular Town Council meeting for the month of August was 
called to order by Mayor Smith.  He stated that a change would need to be made to the 
published Agenda to include first reading of the bond ordinance.  Mayor Smith then called for 
the Pledge of Allegiance and the Invocation. 
 
A) Pledge of Allegiance 
Mayor Smith called for the Pledge of Allegiance, which was offered in a patriotic manner.   
 
B) Invocation  
Mayor Smith called for Council Member Mr. Butler to give the invocation; Council Member Mr. 



Butler did so, being grateful for being alive, for being able to gather to conduct Town business, 
seeking divine intervention and guidance, and seeking help in helping others.      
    
2. Approval of Agenda as Presented:  
Mayor Smith, calling for any questions or discussion regarding the Agenda as Presented, 
and receiving none, called for the approval of the Agenda as presented.   
 
Council Member Mr. Chiles made the motion to approve the agenda as presented, with 
the change requested regarding the bond ordinance, said motion being duly second by 
Council Members Mrs. Franklin, and unanimously approved.  
__________________________________________________________________________ 
SWEARING IN OF NEWLY ELECTED OFFICIALS FROM THE JULY 14, 2020 GNERAL 
ELECTION  
Roy Smith, Jr. was sworn in as Mayor by McCormick County Clerk of Court the 
Honorable Gwen Chiles  
 
Council Members Elect - Nathan Jones, District 2 and Faye Hood, District 6 and CPW 
Commissioner Elect – Dr. George W. Yeldell were sworn in by Mayor Roy Smith, Jr.  
 
Mayor Smith expressed his appreciation in their willingness to serve.  
 
SWEARING IN OF NEWLY APPOINTED POLICE OFFICER – MELISSA MCALLISTER  
Officer McAlister was sworn in by Mayor Roy Smith, Jr.  
 
Mayor Smith stated Officer McAllister previously worked for the McCormick County 
Sheriff’s Office and was bringing 13 year of experience to the Town.   
 
Council Member Elect – Curt Dansby, District 4 – was absent due to illness, and Mayor 
Smith stated he would be sworn in at the September meeting.  
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Presentation by Adam Hedden, CPW General Manager, USDA Grant – New Water Plant 
Loan Agreement Information  
Mayor Smith called for Mr. Hedden’s presentation.  Council had received information 
regarding the interest rates for the loan for the Project and presented the Mayor and 
Council Members with a draft copy of the Bond Ordinance.   
Mr. Hedden stated that the interest rates were substantially lower than what was 
expected and USDA was wiling to work with the CPW in order to close at the lower 
interest rates.  Mr. Hedden stated the bond ordinance was similar to all other bond 
ordinances and required first reading, with second reading in September.  He stated 
that it was hoped that the ground breaking could take place in November in order to 
get a start on the $7 million dollar project.   
 
Mayor Smith thanked Mr. Hedden for the presentation and called for a motion to give 
first reading to the bond ordinance.   
 
Council Member Mr. Chiles offered the motion to give first reading, said motion being 
duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Butler, and unanimously approved.  
 



Mayor Smith stated that representatives with Republic Waste Services was not able to 
attend to make their presentation and would be at the September meeting.  He stated 
that Republic bought out Powell’s Trash, the Town’s trash contractor, and with the 
change in ownership, a resolution would be needed to transfer the contract to 
Republic.  He stated there were to be no changes in the contract other than the change 
in ownership.    
 
3. Appearance of Citizens for Public Comments; No Written Requests received by 
deadline.    
 
4. Regular Town Council Business Items: 
Council had received copies of the Minutes, Bills, and Financial Statement for June and July 
for review prior to the meeting.   
A) Minutes - Motion to Approve as Written  
B) Bills – Motion to Pay in Usual Manner  
C) Financial Statement - Motion to Accept as Information  
 
Mayor Smith called for any discussion or comments regarding the Minutes, Bills, and 
Financial Statement.  Receiving none, Mayor Smith called for a motion.  
  
Council Member Mr. Butler made the motion to approve the Minutes as written, pay the 
Bills in the usual manner, and accept the Financial Statement as information, said 
motion was duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Jones; with said motion being 
unanimously approved.  
 
5. Legislation for consideration:  
Council had received copies of all Legislative items for review prior to the meeting.  
  
A) Ordinances – None 
B) Resolutions – Two: 
1) R-2020-08-11-01 – Transfer of Solid Waste Services from Powell’s Trash Services to 
Republic Services; Council Member Mr. Butler made a motion to approve R-2020-08-11-
01, said motion being duly seconded by Council Member Mr. Jones, and unanimously 
approved.  
2) R-2020-08-11-02 – Endorsing the Expenditure of Town Funds as a Required Match for a 
Downtown Streetscape Project Phase II; Council Member Mr. Chiles made a motion to 
approve R-2020-08-11-02, said motion being duly seconded by Council Member Mrs. 
Franklin, and unanimously approved.  
C)Proclamations -None    
 
6. Reports: 
Council had received copies of reports for June and July prior to the meeting for review.   
A) Police Report - Mayor Smith called for any comments or questions; none were offered.  
B) Fire Report – Mayor Smith called for any comments or questions; none were offered.  
C) Clerk/Treasurer - Mayor Smith called for any comments or questions regarding the 
Clerk/Treasurer and Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Reports; no comments or questions were 
offered.  
Mayor Smith called for a motion to approve all Reports as presented.  
 



Council Member Mr. Butler made the motion to approve all Reports, said motion duly 
seconded by Council Member Mr. Jones, with said motion being unanimously 
approved.   
 
7. Old Business:  
Mayor Smith stated there was no Old Business to be considered.  
 
8. New Business: 
Mayor Smith stated two items were listed as New Business – 
 
A) Request to Pay FY 20/21 Inter Agency Funding in September – Accommodations Tax 
Revenue – Tourism Related & Non-Tourism Agencies –  
Mayor Smith called for a motion to make these payments.  Council Member Mr. Chiles 
made the motion to pay the Inter Agency funding in September, said motion being duly 
seconded by Council Member Mrs. Franklin, said motion being unanimously approved.  
B) Discussion of the wearing of Mask/Face Coverings – No Action – Discussion was entered 
into with Mayor Smith stated he had discussed this matter with Chairman Mr. Jennings as to 
whether the County would be passing an ordinance requiring the wearing of a Mask and/or 
Face covering. Chairman Mr. Jennings stated that the County had not as yet passed any 
ordinances.  The conclusion of the discussion was that if the County did pass an ordinance, 
the issue of enforcement would fall to law enforcement and as such there didn’t need to be 
any discrepancies by way of having multiple ordinances to comply with.  Support of the 
ordinance could be established by the Mayor Smith of the Town, and other mayors who 
supported any ordinance.  The consensus was that one county-wide ordinance be 
established.   
 
Mayor Smith asked Chief Willis to speak to the Governor’s Executive Order.  Chief Willis 
stated that the Governor was leaving the adoption of any ordinance to the Counties and 
Towns with him supporting.  Chief Willis stated that civil penalties could be established.  He 
stated that his Police Officers had already been engaged by the One Stop to provide security 
services to address the issue.  He also stated that the wearing of a mask or face covering 
was already required by businesses in town.   
 
Question was posed as to non-payment of fine/penalty.  Chief Willis stated that non-payment 
would result in criminal offense and would go on one’s record, whereas the civil penalty, like a 
seat belt charge, if paid, would not be a part of one’s record.   
 
Chief Willis also explained the Governor’s order regarding restaurants, in that a face covering 
was required up to the point of actually eating one’s meal.  If an interruption in eating, going to 
the restroom, taking a smoking break, etc. was done, face coverings were required.   
 
Chief Willis stated that the Governor was opening up other businesses, but with restrictions.  
 
Mayor’s Concluding Comments:  
Mayor Smith stated there may be a call for an Executive Session to be held in the next week, 
but he would notify Council of any date/time.   
He also stated a public hearing may be required regarding the bond ordinance, and if so, that 
would be held at the September meeting of Council.  A new business opened downtown, 
Visions and Dreams, Mayor Smith reported. He also stated that the ground breaking for the 



new EMS facility had taken place – good things happening in McCormick.   
 
9. Adjournment: 
Mayor Smith, calling for other items to come before council and receiving none, called for 
adjournment. 
 
Council Member Mr. Butler made the motion to adjourn, Council Member Mr. Jones 
duly gave second; said motion was unanimously approved.   
 
Meeting adjourned at approximately 7:40 pm.  
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
______________________________ 
Sandra McKinney  
Town Clerk/Treasurer  
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